Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting

Tuesday, March 17, 2009

Chair: Marcia Leslie, Co-Chair April Ann Fong, Secretary: Jackie Elliott

I. New Business:  Ray Coronado (Ray spoke first so he could return to dinner guests)

Ray has applied for a permit to build a garage, hobby shop, and a car port.  The house is sited on two separate lots.  He’s trying to get permission to place the garage in a location that wouldn’t require taking down any trees.  Ray hasn’t had any opposition from any of
the neighbors.  Drainage issues will be addressed with swales and maybe a dry well. 

II. Approval of January minutes:  The minutes were unanimously approved and have been posted to Http://swni.org/far_sw.

III. Committee Reports:

A. SWNI Board (Marcia):  The budget has been the big discussion at the last two meetings because SWNI (and its member NAs) is funded in large part through the Office of Neighborhood Involvement (ONI).  The Office for Management & Finance wants to make an 18% cut, but ONI has proposed a “Right” budget which would limit the cut to 

10%.  Everyone is being asked to email the City Council members to let them know how 

the cuts might affect us and how we have benefited from ONI programs in the past.  A sheet comparing the effects of the 10% vs the 18% cuts was handed out.  Amanda Fritz is in charge of ONI, but all will be voting on the budget.  At the February meeting SWNI’s treasurer announced that they would try to find other sources of funding to replace the cuts.  Statewide, Oregon is to get $14 million in funding for transportation from the fed-eral stimulus package.  More school tours will be held to build community support and involvement, and identify ways  to help the schools get through this recession.

B. Crime Prevention (Marcia):  A representative from Multnomah County Animal Control spoke and reported that, in less than 30 years, the number of field officers has been reduced from 23 to 9 working the day shift only.   Call Critter Gitters if there’s a problem with an animal after hours.  Website: multcopets.org.   At the next meeting Cdr. Mike Reese reported on the Portland Police Bureau’s proposal for their budget cuts.  Rather than eliminate several divisions, the proposal is to close two precincts – North and SE, and transfer the staff to the three remaining precincts (Central, NE and East).  They are currently leasing property for the Training and Traffic divisions which will be moved to the vacated precinct buildings.  In addition, 60-70 positions which resulted from people who retired or left will not be filled.  There will be no change in neighborhood liaison or response team officers.   PPB plans to keep all the anti-gang programs up and running, and hopes to get some stimulus funding to fill some of the vacant positions.  

C. Parks (April):  The budget is a big issue right now.  They were considering getting rid of children’s walks and programs.  SW Community Center will have to generate 8% more revenue to make up for the cuts.  They will be to let people have parties, etc. at their location to make money.  Now they’re talking about closing the pools by the end of August.  They want to stagger the hours or open and close pools at different times.  April had been pushing to keep it open until Labor Day.  They’ve been trying to work with Portland Public Schools- they’re worried about losing surplus properties like Smith School.  April got hold of a copy of a strategic plan for Portland Parks & Rec. (on their website).  Everyone’s open to cost savings options such as com- bining information on all the community centers into one booklet.  SW Neighborhood will pick a new topic each month to advertise in the booklet. Work parties- have planted 1,875 plants in SNAP! April’s student, Brandon, is trying to capture the history of the neighborhood for an oral history project. Marcia helped come up with some questions. He’s interviewed two people so far. Will get community ed credits for doing it. April wants to recruit other students and neighbors to participate. Marcia created a list of people who have lived in the area for some time who may be good candidates to inter-view.  Brandon is willing to come to the summer picnic to interview people and take photos.  Spring Garden adventure park idea has stagnated and the neighborhood people who were heading it have moved on to other issues.

D. Trails (Virginia): Was out of town, missed the Feb. meeting. Info in the newsletter.  

She was informed that some money will go toward the Red Electric Trail. Has been 

approved. Upcoming events: 4/23 meeting for SW Trails- speaker Ray Thomas  will talk 

about pedestrian rights. Has written a book. St. Luke’s Lutheran Church is where they 

will meet. Email Don Baack if you’re planning to attend (see newsletter). A new version 

of the SW Portland Walk/ Bike map combined is now available. Second Sat. of the 

month a trails group meets at Wilson HS. 

E. Transportation (Marcia):  They are resurrecting the Barbur Streetscape Plan.  We may get some high capacity mass transit such  as light rail along Barbur.  The December meeting was snowed out. Plans for stimulus funding- depends on how much is available in budget.  Money may just go for maintenance or projects that are already scheduled. 

IV. Old Business:

A. Communications Tower under construction at PCC. They blocked off the area, which has upset some walkers. The city will paint it brown.

B. 2009-2010 action plan: See SWNI website – Traffic & Safety: we are on the list to get speed radar on Capitol and Lesser- will be at least a year before we get it.  They’re impressed that we have a neighborhood email list. DRUPL 6 is being added soon.   Will see if we can get a counter on our web page to show traffic.  Need to review the bylaws to make sure they’re compliant.  For next year’s neighborhood picnic it was suggested to have a raffle (Marcia will check with SWNI to see if we can do that) for some good donations (rather than use them as door prizes) to raise money for the neighborhood. Marcia suggested maybe collecting styrofoam for recycling and asking for donations for FSW in exchange for hauling it away for neighbors. 

V. Guest Speaker: Officer Andrew Caspar, neighborhood liaison officer.  Officer Caspar thanked          

        us for helping keep crime down in FSW.  Car prowls have been the main issue in SW Portland,  

        and there have been some property crimes.  Still, FSW is  a very safe area.  The only issue lately 

        was in Lesser Park- a guy in dark clothing approached a woman.  When he saw the woman’s 

        husband, he walked in a different direction.  Earlier there was an attempted break-in at 51st and 

        Buddington where someone rang the front doorbell and, when no one answered, went around 

        to the back where they saw someone in the house, who also saw him, and the subject ran.  One

        break-in did occur on Kruse Ridge where a subject, posing as a Comcast repairman, broke in and

        stole some property.  He was Hispanic, not driving a Comcast vehicle.

Next meeting: May 19, 2009 in the breakfast room at Comfort Suites.
