Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc. Board Meeting 

April 22, 2009

DRAFT Minutes

Present: Brian Russell, Ken Love, Nancy Hand, Will Fuller, Susan Egnor, John Gibbon, Jan Weston, Jim McLaughlin, Marcia Leslie, Marianne Fitzgerald, Janet Hawkins, Tye Steinbach,  Don Baack, Jim Gardner, Tom Schaper, Kirky Doblie , Lynda Troutman, Dorothy Gage,  Kathy Bambeck, Marianne Fitzgerald, Lee Buhler, Rob Gardner, Jim Thayer, John Gibbon

Amanda Fritz , Commissioner for Office of Neighborhood Involvement (ONI) 

Cary Turkon, Assistant to Commissioner Fritz
Staff: Sylvia Bogert, Executive Director

Press: Lee Perlman, Southwest Portland Post

Guests:  Launa Rae Matthews and OHSU nursing students
.

President Brian Russell called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.   The Board approved the meeting agenda and the minutes of the March board meeting with one correction.  

Executive Committee Reports

Brian Russell reminded Board of next month votes on bylaw amendment, Fiscal Policy, Standing Rules revision and asked Board to watch e-mail traffic.  Action Plans are due May 15.


Ken Love asked Sylvia to report on the retreat follow-up.  On the 3 top priorities identified at the retreat, Sylvia reported: protecting small grants,  a city-wide e-mail campaign begun to support ONI budget with focus on saving grant program; also had e-mail campaign and testimony to preserve Metro voucher program; and got the BES and Watershed Resources Center contracts done with an increase in administrative fee to help offset costs. New contracts will help cash flow problem as call for monthly billing.  On coordinating communications: Drupal 6 installed and running; new pamphlets to welcome newcomers to neighborhoods; and 4 PSU graduate students will create manual on how to create community garden.  On 3 SWNI Forums per year: SWHRL’s Aging In Place set for Ainsworth School in June will be re-run later for SWNI; Land Use Committee plans a landslide forum in late August; there will be a pedestrian rights presentation tomorrow night.


Tye Steinbach reminded the Board that the Volunteer Recognition event will be June 30, with Nominations due by May 15.


Tom Schaper gave the Treasurer’s report.  He noted the balance is now positive as BES had finally paid the $10,000 it owed.

Commissioner Amanda Fritz first thanked the Board members for all their good work and asked to be invited to neighborhood events over the summer.  She provided budget updates and discussed the delay in the city’s new computer and accounting system which is expected to improve transparency.  She described her duties in addition to the Office of Neighborhood Involvement, including Emergency Communications, Cable Communications and noted current discussions re wireless facilities in street rights of way.  She discussed the compromise in the attempt to consolidate the permitting process: with various “stops” to be in same place even though still under different bureaus.  She urged sending e-mails as well as public testimony on all issues.  Public turnout is always helpful.  On budget process, she noted only ONI had examined its entire operation and re-evaluated each segment; only ONI had management and staff take 10% pay cut with a view to preserving valuable experienced staff.  Looking at saving money by having more public outreach done through coalitions.  Board member suggestions included raising funds by doing outreach for County and get state to turn to us as well.  Further discussion included how else services might be provided, such as coalitions trading services.  Commissioner Fritz reviewed convention center issues and concerns re Portland Plan needing to be on hold for a time.

Responding to queries, she noted for next legislature, public forum process will start much earlier; may be a follow-up after this session.  Agreed on the problems created by one-time funding, which has included housing.  Need for getting information to public beyond what media might present.

Executive Director’s Report  Sylvia Bogert expects reimbursement from the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability for the Fall Cleanup.  Office staff health insurance switch to Kaiser after current provider raised rates.  Neighborhood House Food Drive collected over 147,000 pounds.  The Somali community will put out a DVD for placement in schools and libraries.  PCC Sylvania students are excited about the electronics recycling project in conjunction with Spring Cleanup.  Sylvia said they need people to help, including truck drivers, and are using website advertising.

Sylvia Bogert asked Board to approve the Bureau of Environmental Services Contract.  After discussion concluding not necessary to have provision against violating SWNI policies in light of contract policy approved earlier, Board approved the contract.

Standing Committee Reports 

Parks and Community Centers  Kirky Doblie presented Committee’s motion get Portland Public Schools and Parks and city’s Parks Bureau to formalize a joint use agreement permitting using schools for Parks functions where park areas not appropriate.  Requested Board approval.  After discussion, the Board approved the motion.  Commissioner Fritz noted only two coalitions have a Parks Committee and that Commissioner Nick Fish had said he would like to attend committee’s meeting.


Transportation  Marianne Fitzgerald advised Portland Bureau of Transportation and Oregon Department of Transportation representatives would attend May committee meeting to which Tigard also invited.  Gave an update on the Capitol Highway work and noted the Iowa street project will include substantial tree removal.  Don Baack commented on the massive volume of material being moved and urged informing neighbors and letting ODOT know where you don’t want trucks.  Marianne said PSU students will report on 20 minute neighborhood idea at next meeting. There is an aspirational Climate Action Plan on City’s website.


Trails Committee  Don Baack reported there would be work party for the trail between Barbur Blvd. and 4900 Block of Terwilliger.


On behalf of the Trails Committee, Don Baack presented a position statement regarding policy on Unbuilt Rights of Way.  Position calls for city to assume liability for all unbuilt rights of way, for all trails built in UROW’s will have appropriate permits as determined by proper authority, with all trails having a permit to be inspected on completion.  Further, all trails in UROW’s will be maintained by the city with such volunteer support as is available.  Don cited concern for increased pedestrian/bicycle connectivity in support of position.


Marianne Fitzgerald urged waiting until current legislative attempts on  property owner liability resolved and until current meetings with city conclude.  Noted individual Board members currently are liable for what happens on trails.  She asked for commitment to bring existing trails up to Southwest Trails Plan requirements.  Jim Thayer saw need to adopt policy to keep pressure on city to act.  After further discussion, issue tabled.


Schools Committee  Will Fuller reported on the ongoing visits to schools, despite disappointment that few neighbors are taking advantage of opportunity.  Will meet with PPS equity manager to discuss PPS effort to prepare children for multicultural world and look into how we in SW can take leadership role in preparing our students for leadership in such a world.


Land Use Committee  John Gibbon advised the committee had no critical issues but does want a date for the drainage and land stability workshop.  Several board members volunteered to help.


Crime Prevention/Public Safety Committee  Nancy Hand announced the bike safety workshop was coming up at Bridlemile.  The committee has discussed a 90 day pilot project for at-risk kids.  Jim Thayer reported there has been an upswing of car prowling in his neighborhood. Nancy urged that these car prowls be reported to the police and to Crime Prevention Coordinator Stefanie Adams.

Operation Committee Reports

Communications Committee: report from Wes McMullen that constant contact, the newsletters and training for neighborhood volunteers on how to post things on the updated website are under way.

SWNI Nominating Committee Report:  Susan Egnor reported that she, Janet Hawkins, and Carolyn Raz were on the committee and that Brian Russell, Ken Love, Tom Schaper and herself had agreed to serve another year.  The committee will call all Board members for suggestions.

New Business

Jim Thayer reported the Aging In Place forum would be at Ainsworth School on May 20.  There will be 20 agencies in a sort of resource fair.  Hopes to do it again for all of Southwest Portland.  He asked Board to set a date and place.


Janet Hawkins announced a home ownership preservation event on Saturday, May 2 from 10 AM to 7 PM to help avoid foreclosure.  Event is at the Coliseum, is free, and open to the public.


Sylvia Bogert thanked Kevin Schorrs for getting the helmets for bicycle safety.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Egnor

Secretary
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