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	Survey Results

Dickinson Park Community Garden
	Total Surveys: 172


	

	


	How often do you use Dickinson Park? (select one)

	Daily 

	18

	  11% 


	Weekly 

	32

	  19% 


	Monthly 

	19

	  11% 


	Occasionally 

	71

	  41% 


	I don't use the park 

	32

	  19% 


	How do you use the park? (select all that apply)

	Walking/Running/Exercise 

	79

	  46% 


	Playground area 

	53

	  31% 


	Sit on the bench to enjoy the view 

	50

	  29% 


	Dog walking 

	46

	  27% 


	Attend Movies in the Park events 

	42

	  24%


	Use the park open space for other recreation

	27

	  16% 


	Participate in Dickinson Park Stewards work parties 

	6

	    3% 


	I don't use the park 

	31

	  18% 


	(Multiple responses)

	74

	  43%


	How close do you live to the park? (select one)

	Within 1 block 

	21

	  12% 


	Within 5 blocks 

	59

	  34% 


	Within 10 blocks 

	46

	  27% 


	More than a mile away 

	46

	  27% 


	How do you typically get to the park? (select one)

	Walk 

	109

	  70% 


	Drive 

	44

	  28% 


	Bike 

	3

	    2% 


	Bus 

	1

	    0.6% 


	What neighborhood do you live in? (select one) 

	Ashcreek 

	113

	  66% 


	Crestwood 

	40

	  24% 


	Other SW Portland neighborhood (Multnomah/Far SW/etc) 

	15

	    9% 


	Tigard/Metzger 

	2

	    1% 


	If the garden were built in the park, would you be interested in a plot?

	No 

	94

	  56% 


	Yes 

	75

	  44% 


	How do you feel about a community garden in Dickinson Park? (select one)

	It is a good idea - I support it 

	127

	  74% 


	I'm not enthusiastic but it is OK with me 

	10

	    6% 


	I'm neutral - I'm not for it or against it 

	16

	    9% 


	I don't like the idea 

	19

	  11% 


	If there's an opportunity to add a community garden south of the play area along SW 55th Ave, would you support it?

	Yes 

	144

	  84% 


	No 

	28

	  16% 


	If there were a community garden in the park, what related items would you like to see near a garden area? (select all that apply)

	Seasonal restroom/portable toilet

	93

	  54% 


	Accessible water fountain

	79

	  46% 


	Improved walking paths in the park

	76

	  44% 


	Group picnic area and table

	74

	  43% 


	Kiosk with garden and community information

	60

	  35% 


	Demographic Information

	Gender

	Female 

	107

	  64% 


	Male 

	61

	  36% 


	Age     

	25-34 

	29

	  17% 


	35-44 

	33

	  20% 


	45-54 

	37

	  22% 


	55-64 

	46

	  28% 


	65-74 

	16

	  10% 


	75-84 

	4

	    2% 


	85 & over 

	1

	    0.6% 


	Housing

	Own my home 

	155

	  93% 


	Rent my home 

	12

	    7% 


	Race/Ethnicity  


	Asian 

	4

	    2.4% 


	Black/African American 

	3

	    1.8% 


	Hispanic/Latino 

	5

	    3.0% 


	Native American 

	4

	    2.4% 


	Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 

	1

	    0.6% 


	White 

	147

	  89.6% 



	


	Comparison analysis - support level by response grouping

	
	Support
	
	Don't support
	
	% of total responders

	within 1 block
	10
	48%
	11
	52%
	12%

	within 5 blocks
	48
	83%
	10
	17%
	34%

	within 10 blocks
	41
	91%
	4
	9%
	26%

	more than a mile
	43
	93%
	3
	7%
	27%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	daily
	7
	39%
	11
	61%
	10%

	weekly
	26
	84%
	5
	16%
	18%

	monthly
	15
	79%
	4
	21%
	11%

	occaisionally
	65
	94%
	4
	6%
	40%

	don't use park
	27
	87%
	4
	13%
	18%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walking/Running/Exercise
	67
	85%
	12
	15%
	46%

	dog walking
	38
	72%
	15
	28%
	31%

	playground
	40
	89%
	5
	11%
	26%

	Enjoy view
	40
	80%
	10
	20%
	29%

	Movies in the Park
	34
	83%
	7
	17%
	24%

	Use park open space
	19
	70%
	8
	30%
	16%

	Park Stewards
	3
	50%
	3
	50%
	3%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ashcreek
	96
	88%
	13
	12%
	63%

	Crestwood
	31
	79%
	8
	21%
	23%


	Survey Results

Narrative Responses: Detail
	


	How do you feel about a community garden in Dickinson Park? (select one)

	It is a good idea - I support it 
	127
	  74% 

	I'm not enthusiastic but it is OK with me 
	10
	    6% 

	I'm neutral - I'm not for it or against it 
	16
	    9% 

	I don't like the idea 
	19
	  11% 

	Why? Tell us more about your response above.  (124 responses)

	I think it is a great idea! Is is so positive to have access to grow fresh produce, plus it builds a good sense of community. 

	We would love to have a community garden! Our yard is too shaded to grow veg and fruit. My husband is from England and it is a huge part of life there. We would absolutely participate in anything community oriented! 

	- Concerned about the personal cost to own a plot. Do you have to pay a monthly or yearly fee? - Concerned about maintenance/upkeep, or lack thereof, from plot owners. - Concerned about contamination from pet deposits and automobile exhaust so close to the garden spot along 55th. - Concerned about potential vandalism, especially from immature, bored kids who frequent the park or erratic drivers or people who "park" along 55th and leave their trash behind. - How do plot owners water in non-rainy months like summer? Will there be rain barrels available? Carting water to/from the park seems like a hassle. - Will the community garden cause a local neighborhood tax or will maintenance and water be the sole responsibility of plot owners or the City? I don't want to pay for something I may not use. 

	A community garden is a great way for the community to come together in a positive way and it is a beautiful use of the land. 

	A few questions that I hope will be answered in other publications: 1. How many garden plots? 2. In ground or raised bed? 3. Will there be water available to water plots? 4. What fencing will go around the garden? 5. Who will manage the garden*? *what measures will be in place to ensure the garden does not become an eye sore to the park/neighborhood? 

	A lot of lots are on hills - do not work for garden 

	All residents have enough property to build their own garden plots if they are interested in doing so. There is no need to build something that becomes an 'attractive nusance' to those that are not part of this neighborhood. Additional construction will be needed for tool sheds, watering, weeding etc etc, not to mention parking - all very unnecessary. Leave the park as it is - a piece of nature 

	Although I don't need a garden plot, it is wonderful that plots are provided for people who wish to have one. Gardens bring goodwill and beauty to our neighborhoods. 

	Although I don't utilize the park very much (we are closer to Wood park), I support the idea of a community garden. We are fortunate to have enough property to support a garden at our house, however, I realize that many folks do not have that option. I also think that a community garden at Dickenson would foster families and community activities that are vital to a healthy neighborhood. 

	Any time a space can be provided that allows people to grow their own food is a good idea. 

	As the price of food continues to increase, establishing gardens can help the community learn how to grow their own food. If the garden has extra, we can donate to the local food bank or meals on wheels. It is an inexpensive way to strengthen community. 

	Before we lived in our own home we used community gardens and thought that they were a great resource. We believe that every community should have a garden opportunity near by. 

	Community garden spaces are in high demand in the Portland area. It is a great idea to offer space here. Not only is it a wonderful opportunity to grow some of your own food, but it is also community building for the neighbors and those who tend their gardens. I managed and worked for nearly 30 years for the OSU Extension Service Master Gardener program. We had close ties with the Portland community gardens and many other gardens throughout the metro area. They are GREAT! The more the better! Just make sure their are funds to support them and the staff that you expect to oversee them....I know the current staff is spread very thin. 

	Community Gardens are a great place for neighbors to connect, for individuals and families to unwind and feel as though they share a common purpose for something. This is right down the street from my family's home (new to the area as of 3/2011) and so we'd be especially grateful for the addition to the park. 

	Community gardens are a great way to build community! And, teach our children where food comes from. 

	Community gardens are currently d'regor and therefore are going to get a lot of use. People want to have a place to display their creativity, resourcefulness and industriousness. Besides in this day and age it's the thing to do! 

	community gathering spot, good for neighborhood and support growing organic food 

	Considering the waiting list for community garden plots in SW Portland, any good viable location would help people grow their own food. Dickinson Park has a lot of sunshine an is a good location. It will need better parking and safer access by biking and walking--including improved trails within the park. 

	Dickensen Park seems ideally suited for a garden with good access, sun exposure and drainage. A garden would be a good community focus. I could use a little more garden space. 

	Dickinson Park has space for more uses. Community gardens promote gardening, exercise and cooperation. It will bring more people to the park and promote other uses. It can be a way to inform people about growing their own food, organic gardening, etc. This space is a good location for a community garden - it has good sun exposure and good drainage. 

	Dickinson Park is under-used because it's not much more than a big open field by the side of the road. It needs more development to feel like a park, to be welcoming to folks, and to get folks involved. A community garden is a wonderful way to bring more people to the park, and to create a community hub. 

	Especially toward the 57th Place side... 1) There is no parking available at the bottom of the slope...the 'drive in' dog walkers that park on 57th Place are enough of a road hazard. 2) Although the 'slope' may not be too steep for a garden, the entire area below the playground has major water runoff/drainage issues, which is one reason the current fenced/shrub planted area was done originally. 3) This area is currently heavily utilized by people, kids & dogs. 

	Generally I think gardens that grow food and flowers are good for the soul and good for the community. I have run through this park once. 

	Great for building community and taking more responsibility for what we eat. My husband and I started growing some of our food last year. 

	Great use for underused space. 

	I already have a backyard garden but the park is wide open and not really used to it's potential. This would be good for the community. 

	I am a member of the SWNI Parks Comm. and I am aware of the need for more community gardens to be available to people without access to appropriate ground for growing vegetables. there is a long waiting list for such space. 

	I am a supporter of community gardens in general. I do think that even if the there were a community garden put in there should remain the playground area, the wetlands, and room for dogs to romp. All of the above. 

	I am an avid gardener and support community gardens wherever there are! Many people don't have enough space or sun to grow healthy vegie plants so it is great to have a place to do so...besides gardening with others is great for community spirit. 

	I am on the waiting list for a plot at Gabriel Park. A plot within walking distance would be great. My yard it to shady for gardening and I have been looking for a spot. Thanks! Laurie 

	I am supportive of community gardens in general, but because we don't use the park, it doesn't matter to us if there is a community garden at Dicksinson Park. 

	I believe community gardens are valuable as part of the overall livability and lifestyle of a neighborhood. They are excellent gathering places and provide an opportunity to educate our children about fresh foods, nutrition and gardening. I also believe they are an excellent use of public parks where they can be appropriately situated and proper infrastructure can be provided. With the dearth of parks and open spaces in the Ashcreek and Crestwood neighborhood areas, the more "active" uses and improvements we can include in an existing park, the better for all. Thanks for taking the initiative to do this survey! 

	I dn't live nearby or use the park. 

	I do no feel that a park should include community gardens. It would take away from the park feeling. Homes in the neighborhood have large enough lots to garden in their own lots. 

	I enjoy the open field area - that is something that is increasingly hard to find. In the summer, we often have picnics there and, if there were a garden, that would be destroyed. 

	I have a small garden now but it is too shady to grow sun loving plants like peppers and tomatoes. 

	I have a sunny backyard, but there are many people in the area who don't have the light or soil to grow food. Local food gardens enhance security. 

	I have a vegetable garden in my yard which I really enjoy. I think it is a very positive idea for others to have this healthy opportunity. Why not !? 

	I have a very small yard, with very little sun. I would love to grow my own food. 

	I have been interested in a gardening space for food and flowers for years since my yard is quite shady. The waitning list at Gabriel Park is long and this opens up another alternative and it's closer to my home. I like the idea of garening with others as a wonderful way to meet neighbors I would not otherwise get to know. I aso like the idea of building community with our Somali neighbors. 

	I have enough room at my home to have my own outdoor garden but if I didn't I would want to be part of a community garden. I strongly believe and have seen evidence that community gardens bring communities together in a positive way and help community members to lead more healthy and fulfilled lives. These benefits extend to all members of a community, not just those who garden in the community garden plots. 

	I have never used the park, as I just moved to the area, and hadn't known about it. But I am interested in going to the park more, and interested in having a plot if it is affordable. 

	I have wanted to have a garden plot for many years. I think it is important for the community to have access to fresh produce. It is more affordable, healthier, and getting food locally is much better for the environment. It is also an opportunity for community involvement and socialization. 

	I like to take my dogs and let them run in the park. I fear the community garden will create restrictions to those of us that live close by and use it to exercise our well behaved pets. Possibly we can fence in a area for a dog park. 

	I proposed the idea initially. 

	I support the ideas surrounding community gardens, however I have concerns about cost and about it drawing more traffic/strangers to my street. 

	I think community gardens are a great way to use space and establish a sense of community. This is especially important since the area does not have many meeting places to congregate 

	I think Dickinson Park is an excellent place for community garden and due to it's size it seems that all the other activities still have plenty of room. 

	I think Dickinson Park would be an ideal location for a community garden. Although I wouldn't have a plot myself, I think community gardening is a wonderful thing for the neighborhood. 

	I think it would be a great community building project!! 

	I think it would be a great use of the wide open sunny space. I'd LOVE this! 

	I think it would be nice to see a veg/herbs/flower garden with fruit trees. It would be a nice addition to the park's atmosphere and to promote community growth. I am concerned about the access with the Southwest Trails system and the possibilty of increased transient traffice due to the limitless food source, during the summer months and increase park mischief. 

	I think it's a GREAT idea! It will bring our whole community together but I suggest a fence around it to re enforce care. 

	I think it's a great use of the space; there's obviously many people who would love to garden but don't have the space. 

	I think it's a great way to get exercise, have fresh food, and get to know the neighbors. 

	I think people who don't have room in their yards and/or no desire to have a garden growing on their property. It is a good way to get nourshiment and is cheaper. 

	I think that community gardens are a great idea. 

	I think that we need more public garden plots. 

	I used to garden at Kennedy Garden when I lived in Beaverton. It was a wonderful experience. I would like to garden at Dickinson now that I live in Ashcreek. 

	I used to take my dog there, but since the play area was added I no longer do. Therefore I think the second best use for the park that would dovetail with the play area is a community garden. 

	I would be enthusiastic if neighbors within 4-5 blocks are given priority for plots, otherwise we will have a definate parking problem. 57th is definately not equipped for parking. More traffic and strangers to our little private loop makes me concerned. 

	i would definitely use a plot as i am an avid gardener and i have too shady of a yard for good vegi growth... 

	I wouldn't use the garden because we have our own backyard garden. But that doesn't mean it's not a good idea for others in the area. 

	I've seen the popularity of such gardens in other public parks. Such gardens are a beneficial use of these open spaces. 

	In principle I like the idea. However I wonder what the impact on the neighborhood would be. For example, will there be an issue with parking? 

	In the past when we have not had room for a home garden we have had community garden plots, and we were able to meet more of our neighbors, and felt like we were part of a community. We now have room for a home garden, but I would still visit the community garden to meet others who like growing their own food, sharing tips, etc. They are so great to have around, a fantastic resource, and a source of community. 

	It is a great space that seems to be wasted 

	It is good use of sunny property. There are low income apartments in the neighborhood whose families could benefit from access to garden space. It encourages positive use of the property. It beautifies the neighborhood. 

	It is not a purpose for which I will use the park. 

	It needs a little more life besides the grass field 

	It seems like lots of properties around the park already have space for gardening, so the effort of creating a garden would be lost if not many people are actually going to need it. I like the community aspect of a community garden, but I wonder if there is really enough interest to support it financially. I love Dickinson Park. It really needs a garbage can and restroom by the playground. I think a paved path for walking/riding would be nice, and returning some of the field to a natural area would be great. Keep the view, though... one of the best. If there is interest and money for this project, I say go for it. 

	It would be an awesome way to build community! 

	It would bring some color to the area and allow the local neighborhooods to utilize the sunny space and foster more community spirit. 

	It would make the park more of a destination, it would be a great, sustainable use of the land. 

	It's a way for neighbors to get to know each other. 

	It's always been an amazing place to enjoy the scenery of a wide, unobstructed land site. Once we encroach on these open areas, they are changed forever. I think the play structure is enough to have there. 

	Local agriculture needs room to thrive. The open field at Dickinson Park used to be a dairy farm, so it would be great to get some of it back to a similar use for SW gardeners. 

	Most people in this area have the ability to have gardens on their own property. The park is used extensively by dog owners and taking a portion of the park for an unnecessary garden would limit their use. I also think a communal garden would be an unnecessary cost to tax payers. 

	Most properties, mine included, don't get enough sun to raise tomatoes successfully. The park would provide lots of sun. 

	My dog is lovely but we adopted her at 3 years old and before we took her she was never in contact with other dogs and very few people. So, being a sheep dog she needs lots of running but is too afraid to be in dog parks. Dickenson is the only place around where we are the only ones in the lower park...or maybe there are a couple more, but we are all spread out. My dog can chase the frisbee and do her hard exercise and we can avoid all others because the place is so big and it has so little use. we are there every day. 

	My experience with viewing other community gardens in the Portland area is that they are generally unattended in most of the plots. Gardening for food is alot if work, and most participants do not keep their areas clear and managed until the harvest. After harvest, invasive weeds take hold, and the area does not look natural, just abandoned. There would also be the "demand" for a new shed to house tools, fertilizer, and supplies, which would create another man-made eyesore in the area. Then there are the necessary fencing to protect the garden from the animals that are already present in the park. 

	My husband & I are avid gardeners. We would definitely support a community garden in Dickinson Park for those families who don't have space/sunshine for their own garden. 

	Need more community spaces in southwest! 

	Open space for all to use now. If garden there it limits use and changes view, only benefiting a few people. If produce is grown, likely to be picked by others , thrown in yards by the many teenagers who use the space to walk and park at. The addition of the play structure was fine, dont know how much that is used. rarely see anyone there when I drive bydaily. 

	Our yard has so many tall trees around that we can't get enough light to grow many vegetables. This park would be a great alternative of we can get through the waiting list. 

	Parking is short at Dickinson Park and some attention to providing additional parking would be a high priority to add more activities to the park. A trash container would be important with more people being drawn to the facility Currently a parks employee and truck visit the park daily and could possibility keep this maintained. 

	Personally I am not interested in having a garden plot in the park. There is ample space in our yard for a garden. Whether I would support a garden in the park would depend on where it was located and how much of the park it would take up. I very much value having the park with open space near where I live. I want to be sure a garden would not interfere with our current use and enjoyment of the park. 

	Provides an opportunity to bring our kid's vegetables closer to home instead of trucked in from somewhere. Will be able to teach them about how things grow. Also would like to be in control of the quality of our produce. Of course we might save a couple bucks while we're at it. I believe we as a community need to locally source our food as much as possible. 

	Provides an opportunity to bring our kid's vegetables closer to home instead of trucked in from somewhere. Will be able to teach them about how things grow. Also would like to be in control of the quality of our produce. Of course we might save a couple bucks while we're at it. I believe we as a community need to locally source our food as much as possible. 

	Right before I moved from my last house (Beaverton) I learned there was a community garden I could use but it was too late. So a nearby community garden went on my list of things to look for when I was house hunting. I was a little disappointed there wasn't one nearby, but Dickinson park is within easy walking distance! Anyway, I would use it, and I think it's a great idea. 

	Since Dickinson Park is in such a residential area with mostly single-family homes that include some sort of yard, I would prefer the money be used to fence in an area for a leash-free dog area. This is not an urban setting where people do not have their own space to create a garden if they want one. 

	Since I don't use the park, I don't have an opinion. As long as there is no cost to me. 

	Some concerns about parking, congestion on the street with added activity around a garden, visual impact of fencing around the garden area. 

	South of play structure seriously impacts play area. Not enough parking for just the play structure on many days, additional parking would HAVE to be added, do not see how it could be. Area very wet during winter, serious water drainage issues. Drainage has caused erosion this winter without disturbed ground, garden activities would cause worse erosion. 

	The benefits of a community garden at Dickinson Park cannot be overstated. One of the features of the Ashcreek Neighborhood is the vast amounts of mature tree cover on the neighborhood lots, in addition to an east west orientation of many homes. Taken together, this limits the opportunities for gardening certain sun needy plants. A garden at Dickinson would afford us a chance to explore a more diverse range of plants. 

	The gardens would have to be carefully planned to avoid erosion on the hillside. It would be important to me that the "open space" feeling of the park not be changed. I enjoy walking through the park and feel of open space and big views. 

	The house lots in SW Portland are large enough to support their own gardens. I think it is a redundant use of space. "Space" that is lofty with far views is the signature of this park and a rarity. I love gardens, thats why I have one in my back yard. There are few apartment buildings in this area so most people would be coming from 1-5 miles away. That would completely change this very quiet neighborhood. 

	The park is a beautiful spot with a great view. Visit other com. gardens which have been open a few years and they are an eye sore. The cost factor of $25,000 ("and possibly more") seems outrageous and that does not include ongoing costs to maintain the gardens. If we invested the 25 thousand with an 8% we could have an annual interest of $2,000. We could purchase more and better organic produce to help feed our neighbors and Somali Immigrants than a 10,000 sq. ft. garden plot could grow. 

	The park is vast. It appears to be underused; a community garden would increase the uses. 

	The park is well used by people who have dogs, people who have kids and people who like to run/walk the trails. The open space is perfect for dog enthusiasts, and that is who predominately uses the park. After speaking with several of my neighbors, it seems that no one is interested in Dickinson having a community garden. Most people who live around Dickinson have a garden of their own or the ability to have a garden of their own. People enjoy the park exactly the way it is and do not want additional traffic from surrounding neighborhoods. Efforts would be better served mowing the grass more regularly and putting trash cans at the bottom and top of the park. 

	The wait list is long for most community gardens in SW Portland and it's hard to get a plot. It would be nice if it were done via lottery so that each year everyone would have the opportunity to have a plot. Having an additional park with a community garden would be great! 

	There is a dearth of community garden locations in the area. The closest, at Raleigh hills park has a three year wait. A community garden would bring the neighborhood together in a unique way, promoting a sense of "belonging" and community. 

	There was not proper parking built for the play area, to get the cars off the street. The houses on 55th have enough room in there own yards for gardens. The whole area is hilly, and gardeners would most likely drive. They parking, would take up play area parking. With no shoulder on this street, parking along the street would only cause conjestion, and dangerous site lines for kids and animals, as is the case when there are movies. The vacant church lot on Taylers Ferry is a better choice, with closer houses, parking and a water line that went to the Bartnik house. Dickinsin Park needs exercise areas (hoops, courts,etc.) for others than besides kids and dogs. 

	This area has houses with yards; residents who want gardens already have gardens in their yards; I see them in yards all over. We don't need a communal garden as condo, apartment areas might. Dickinson Park is a little piece of Nature with minimal needs- a welcome oasis among freeway, shopping, bz areas. A garden would bring in machines, fencing, tilling, fertilizers, insecticides, and more city upkeep [ i.e. $ sooner or later]. It would destroy the natural ecology of plants, animals, insects. Could we please not further "humanize" what little of Nature is left? 

	This is a great, sunny location for community gardens. The slope is somewhat steep, so it would need to be located carefully for access, safety, practicality of watering, weeding, etc. I have a wonderful vegetable garden at home, so wouldn't need to use the community garden, but I think it would be a wonderful way to attract more users to the park and help fill the growing need for community garden sites. 

	To give our area more of a sende of community. 

	Too many Dogs running around the park unleashed. There is a nesting pair of red tail hawk at the end of the park they hunt in the field & I do not want no more moles in my yard. The garden will displace them. 

	We get very little sun (beautiful old trees, but they don't allow much sun), and so a community garden would be ideal for us. We support local food efforts (such as CSAs and farmers' markets). This would be one more way to bring our food and home closer together. 

	We have a 5-year-old who loves Dickinson Park, especially the play structure; we would like her to view her neighborhood as more of a community, and to understand that land can have more than one purpose. 

	We have limited space in our yard for gardens, and this would give us an easy garden to use and also a chance to meet our neighbors. 

	We have plenty of space on our property for gardening but I would love to see a community garden happen at Dickenson as there are so many wooded lots in the surrounding area that do not get adequate sunlight for gardening. This is also a great community activity where neighbors can gather and share ideas. LOVE this idea and hope it happens. 

	We have this beautiful open field to look at and this garden would be an ugly scar on the land. I think it would be an eye sore 9 months out of the year when crops are dormant and the weather is bad. Other community gardens look scraggly and unknempt most of the year. We have so few UN-developed natural areas, why does every plot of land in the city need something on it? Leave well enough alone. I think people who would use it would drive to it and make more polution and traffic for our neighborhood. Who is to say users of the garden will not over-fertilize and kill the natural inhabintant of the water shed? Why invite opportunity to introduce toxic chemicals to this natural area? There used to be fish in that stream and now there is not because of people and their cars and home gardens. Leave something untouched for the animals and plant life that do not have a choice to take a survey and decide what happens to their home! The thousands of dollars spent to get the water system and development could be used for beautification or improvements of the natural area. Or use the money for organizing food drives for people who NEED food. People can garden in very small area in containers, even at apartments. There is no need for this garden in one of the few natural parks in SW. 

	We live close and would love to have a community garden within walking distance. 

	We need more community gardens and I also feel the front lawn of Smith School is an ideal, sunny location! 

	We occasionally drive by this park, and have often thought that it would be an ideal place for a community garden because of its southern exposure and lack of trees. The slope of the land limits other uses. 

	We would need to be closer to the park to tend a garden. We have space in our yard for a garden if we choose. 

	We wouldn't use a plot as we have a garden in our yard, but if there is enough interest, it would be an asset to the neighborhood. We understand there is also application for a community garden site at about 48th and Taylors Ferry, on the Methodist church property. We would also support that as a benefit to the city and the church if it is possible to site a garden there. 

	While Dickinson Park is close to home and has a lot more sunshine than my Douglas-fir-shaded yard does, I am adverse to traveling any distance to garden, particularly since it would involve hill-climbing. Yes, I am a lazy gardener! Additionally I am aware that community gardens have a tendency to be pilfered by thieves at harvest time, which would REALLY annoy me if I had spent the whole season tending crops for my own home use. 

	Who will supply the water??? How much will it cost???? Currently, it costs me nearly 50 dollars/month to water my garden...how much will you charge for the plot and water??????? 

	Why not? The park is very lightly used especially outside of the play area. Community gardens are great places to meet your neighbors and build a sense of community. Not to mention in these tough economic times, growing a garden can be a great way for families to off-set the rising cost of food. These are just a few reasons of which there are many more. 

	Why, oh why, when we get a little open space must we always clutter it up with stuff. The views from this particular plot are stunning. Subdividing it into hundreds of weedy, smelly, ugly, over-ripe vegetable plots just tethers the vista to the mulch pile. Not smart. Value the view. 

	would neighbors in the area have priority over other people who want to use it? $25,000 sounds pretty small amount to do all the work to make it work. My biggest concern would be any additional traffic on the bottom part of the park. 

	would want to know if I we would be the one's watering it 

	You can never have too many community gardens. 


	Are there other comments or ideas you have about the park that you'd like to share?  (55 responses)

	A fenced in area for a dog park would be nice there too. That seems to be what many people use the park for now. 

	Additional parking may need to be considered. 

	Additional parking may need to be considered. 

	Best wishes for a new garden area! 

	By water fountain, I'm assuming you mean a source for watering the garden. Hoses would be nice, too, although would be prone to vandalism or theft, I suspect. 

	Currently the park is used for dogs and I certainly hope that any garden would still allow people to bring their dogs for a chance to play off-leash. 

	Dickinson Park should be more developed so that more people use it and enjoy its beauty. 

	Do NOT want to see a community garden and certainly do NOT want to see any 'related items." Leave the park as a park - there is no need for a garden, or any of the other 'related items' that are being suggested above. Keep the community quiet and away from the maddening crowds. 

	How about an off-leash dog area, fenced so as to not mingle with the folks in the garden or play areas. thanks! 

	I am new to the area and have not yet visited the park, but am excited by the idea of a community garden nearby. 

	I like the park exactly the way it is. I could support other things , and would normally, but because of my lovely, though shy dog I am being selfish and hope that the crowds do not arrive. 

	I love the idea of some nice picnic areas 

	I love the view. 

	I was super disappointed about the playground equipment that was chosen for the park. So much of the equipment cannot be accessed by little kids (under 6) and generally YOUNG kids are who wants to use the park! Any equipment added would be great (a NORMAL slide for more than babies, swings? just NORMAL things!) I'd love to see a picnic area and a porta-potty. I love the community garden idea - we would support that. 

	I will support this as long as it doesn't raise property taxes, becasue they are about $1000 for the same thing within 10 miles of here. 

	I would also like to donate some of the food I grow to community organizations for the needy. 

	I would like to see a garden plot in the SW corner of the park 

	I would put the garden in the SW corner of the open area, near 57th Place and Huddleson St. 

	I would rather the question "would you support a community garden" not be required to be answered "yes" or "no", as I am neutral on this use. 

	If the area is deemed to be suitable for a community garden, I can't think of a better way to use the land! If you need help with this project, please let me know. Carrie Smith 503-452-9642 

	If you do end up putting a garden in, you need to make sure there is a very large space dedicated for the dogs. 

	Instead of continually trying to 'improve' the park to bring more people into the area, how about working on providing more parking first? Better yet, provide some street lighting along Dickenson on 57th Place between SW Huddleson and SW Alfred to elimniate the 'black hole' stretch where all the drugs, drinking, dumping, etc. goes on after dark! 

	It is a GREAT idea! 

	It is a wonderful preservation of a greenspace in an ever changing and crowded world. I have lived in this area for over 50 years and appreciate anything that can be done to utilize and maintain vacant properties. 

	It should NOT be a dog off leash area, that is incompatible with more intense use of the park-- playground, natural area and community garden 

	It would be fabulous if some trees could be planted around the playground and bench areas--first, to reduce the erosion that seems so prevalent on the slope there but second, to provide a little bit of shade in the summer. When I take my son to the park in the summer, we can only stay for about 15 minutes because it is so hot. I have heard other families say the same thing. My family would be happy to help plant the trees if Friends of Trees or someone else can procure the trees. 

	It would be nice to have a 'shared' area that other gardeners could share extra seed/cuttings/compost. 

	Leave it alone. Not every open space in this city needs to BE something. 

	Let's get going, it's planting time! 

	Let's make this happen! 

	LETS DO THIS!!!! 

	Make it flat... 

	My point exactly. Add a garden, add a fountan, add picnic tables, add restrooms, add kiosks, put in paths... Pave paradise, and put up a parking lot. Get it? 

	No off leash, please! 

	none of these amenities are needed and all of them further 'citify' this little piece of natural land. Why can't we just leave it alone? I bought my house to be near this open park and piece of forest. I don't want to live near a citified park. And yes, I dug up a piece of front lawn to have a personal garden. It's a lot more convenient than dragging things back and forth to a community garden; which of course people won't; they will use cars which means more noise, more pollution and sooner or later more paving for more parking spaces. 

	Parking needs to be improved. I drive by the park twice a day, and see that most users with dogs or kids, drive. Steep hills, or live to far away to walk, is partly the reason, and 55th with no sidewalks or shoulders is not the safest walking for young kids or annimals. Parallel parking can only handle 5 or 6 suv's. Nose in parking leaves bumpers over hanging the road way, leaving kids running around cars into the street to get into the park. 

	People in the area seem to use it as a dog park. Some enjoy the movie night. I don't use it just drive by occasionally. 

	Please don't geegah up this simple cow pasture. 

	see above comments 

	see above. 

	See previous comments. 

	Sidewalks or safe walking areas to parks and bike lines on main roads (particularly Taylors Ferry) would be great. 

	Since I didn't live here when the park was created I'm in the dark as to its planned usage. Having the childrens playground was a good addition. The movies seem silly. And it certainly is a nice play to watch the fireworks on the 4th. But it definitely seems like a big waste of land the way it is currently used but makes a great view for the houses around it. To be fully utilized it seems to me that access to the bottom part of the park would need to be improved. 

	the community garden area would need to be graded flat because the park is on a hill. That may be expensive? 

	The park has potential for more recreational activities and facilities, such as a baseball/softball field or some kind of cement area for basketball/racket ball/tennis/foursquare. Other ideas include a mini skate park, swing set (why don't we have one now with the play structure?), picnic area, and cement trails conducive for inline skating or bicycling. The playground is a start, but there is so much wasted use of the field right now. I'm not saying get rid of all of the open space as it's nice for a dog play area, but no one uses the entire field to play with their dogs. Things I don't like about the current field is that it's very lumpy and hilly making it hard to run and play with my dog. I'm tired of stepping in mole holes/ditches or trying to wade through uncut knee-high grass. I really enjoy movies in the park and would like to see more of those community gathering activities. I don't mind the community garden, but I am having a hard time envisioning where it's going to go and the cost to maintain it. I don't think having the garden right next to the playground and alongside 55th seems like a good idea. I think it should be tucked farther away from high traffic areas, perhaps alongside the gravel trail near the creek. I don't like the idea of having a garden at the entrance to the park and that's what it sounds like you want to do. 

	THe park is a great community asset, but parking is the problem. Just adding the children's play area, with the small pull-off parking lot, has caused some congestion and also concern for the childrens safety as the parking is right on the street! There is so much space, we have wondered why the parking wasn't designed further off the street with a road to pull off of 55th. The play area is used a lot, which is a good thing, but the parking area is only big enough for a few vehicles, and kids and pets jump out of the cars right onto 55th. Traffic /parking is also an issue during the movies but that is a scheduled event that doesn't occur too often, so it's not feasible for a parking lot big enough for those times. Most people do like walking to the park, but those with small children more often need to drive, and there is no mass transit available on 55th. Overall we're glad the acreage is being put to good use, so designing a good plan for the space is important. We have lived in the neighborhood since 1978, and many of our neighbors have similar longevity. 

	The park useage is a high use area in an urban environment. The more structures, enhancements, improvements, that appear, the less it looks and functions as a wild reparian habitat, 

	There is NO need for this garden in one of the few natural parks in SW. 

	There seems to be a lot of focus and publicity on this park in SWNI news, in the Crestwood NA, and elswhere. However because of its location, the park's appeal seems limited to its more immediate neighbors. Living across Taylors Ferry and near 48th/46th, this park is irrelevant to us. It's difficult to understand, why all the attention on such a limited-appeal park? 

	This park is a great asset to our community. It needs more than just a playground. The community garden is a good idea. So are the other suggestions above. It also needs improved walkways, bike paths and bike parking. 

	Water and potty access would be great for a garden. 

	would like to see above amenities and a few shade trees near play area, regardless of development of a community garden. 

	Yes. As a daily dogwalker, I want to make sure that any further improvements to the park do not interfere with its use for dogwalking. Fencing of areas for the various activities that occur there, separating kids, gardeners and dogs from each other for their mutual enjoyment and protection, is important. Good fences make good neighbors. 

	Your question on how I use the park allows only one response. I know many people who use the park in more ways than only one! 


