Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting

Comfort Suites, 11340 SW 60th Avenue, Portland, OR 97219

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 1900-2015

I. New Business

A. Nancy Hand, chair of the SWNI Crime Prevention and Public Safety Committee

Nancy encouraged all neighbors to report all crimes, because the more reports, then the more officer attention our area receives.  The non-emergency number is (503) 823-3333.  Nancy spoke about the planned redistricting of police officers in SW Portland.  You can get information about our current district maps by clicking on “Crime Prevention” at http://www.portlandonline.com/oni.  Nancy encouraged the neighborhood to write a letter to ask Central Precinct for our own sub-station, which could be housed at the current Multnomah Arts Center office or the Fire Station 18 building on Spring Garden, after the new Station 18 is built on Barbur Blvd..  We wouldn’t be asking for more officers, just movement of their staff so that their check-in, desks, and clean up areas would be in Southwest Portland.  Nancy provided model letters from the Crestwood and Arnold Creek neighborhood associations.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to send a letter to central precinct to support making a sub-station away from downtown in southwest.

B. Proposal to split the lot at 12030 SW Lesser Road

Marcia mentioned that the owner, not in attendance, plans to leave the existing house, but split the lot.  Further action will be postponed until additional information is obtained about the land use proposal.
C. Discussion of the Portland Office of Transportation Local Improvement District (LID) to improve parts of SW Buddington from SW 51st to SW 53rd.

Affected owners have received a ballot regarding whether to pave these streets.  No one who attended the meeting spoke in favor of paving and most mentioned that they were shocked that this proposed LID moved forward after the mostly negative reception to this idea, presented by Andrew Aebi at a meeting with the affected neighbors at PCC on 23 January 2007.  One neighbor mentioned that only 3 out of 14 neighbors that he has spoken with are in favor.  Someone questioned whether city-owned land, such as the water tower and the park, were considered in the vote.  Someone mentioned that the city was an automatic “yes,” while another said that the city was supposed to be neutral.  Marcia said she would ask Leonard Gard of SWNI for advice regarding this.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to send a letter to Mr. Aebi regarding the neighborhood not favoring formation of this LID.

D. SWNI Board Updates from Marcia

1. SW Hope Food Drive—Barrels are set up at the Multnomah Art Center, SWNI, Baker and Spice and other locations to receive donations to make up food boxes which will feed needy SW residents.

2. April 29th is the Candidates Forum at the Multnomah Arts Center.  Watch SW News for details.
3. March 10 at 4:30 pm is the city budget hearing; if you are interested, attend!

4. April 26 is the 3rd annual Ready, Safe, Go crime prevention and disaster preparedness program, this year at PCC Cascade.  Sign up by April 9th http://www.portlandonline.com/ONI/index.cfm?c=ebbfb 

5. A city graffiti clean-up crew will work with volunteers from neighborhoods one Saturday a month from now thru October.  If you know of areas that have been tagged and need clean up, contact Marcia mmac_les@yahoo.com ASAP.

6. August 8-17 will be the Multnomah Village Historical Society’s Centennial Celebration.  Check out http://www.multnomahhistorical.com/ for more information!

7. The Trails Committee spoke about the “4 T Trail” that goes from the Central Library by Trolley (1st T) to the Tram (2nd T) to OHSU where you take the Trail (3rd T) to Council Crest and then to Washington Park, where you take the zoo Train (4th T).

8. The Transportation Committee mentioned Sam Adams’ Safe, Sound & Green Streets proposal that seems to be falling flat.  The proposal includes a three-cent gas tax, increased car registration fee, and a property tax assessment for street usage, to pay for maintaining and making streets safer.

9. The Office of Neighborhood Involvement (ONI) provides some funding for childcare vouchers, bus passes, and translation for non-English-speaking residents to help them attend meetings and be more involved and knowledgeable about their neighborhood.

II. Old Business

A. Land Use Hearing regarding the communications tower on the NE corner of PCC Sylvania
Neighbors expressed concern over the survey pipes/stakes that did not match the distances from the roads that we were told at our neighborhood meeting in July 2007 and the lack of tree concealment.  This tower is needed to enhance emergency communications by eliminating “dead air” spaces in our neighborhood.  Neighbors will meet with the project consultant and Bob Ochs from city Technology Services March 7 to review placement of the pole.  
B. New Fire Station

The New Fire Station plans are moving forward.  This new station will be on SW Barbur by SW Luradel.  Bids should be in by June 27th for a 2-story structure that is planned to be built at soonest June 2009 for a cost of about 2 million dollars.  Stained glass has been proposed for the art for this public space, and selection of an artist is underway.
C. Restoration of Sylvania Natural Area Park (SNAP) Update from April

Two work parties on February 16 and March 1 were quite successful.  Between the two work parties, over 850 native plants were put in the ground, the asphalt main trail was continued to the south by making a wood chip path, and many invasive species continued to be removed.  The downed laurels, Norway maples, and English hollies are still being cleaned up.  Native plant requests were received for when we buy more plants for the restoration.  PCC Sylvania Habitat Team students are now writing a grant for next year’s projects.  More native plantings and invasive species removal are planned.  The students have proposed making a pair of cob benches with an ecoroof and a place to post neighborhood information.  The Village Building Convergence and Portland Parks and Recreation have been contacted about this possibility and our neighborhood seemed amenable to the idea.  More work parties are planned for April 12 and April 19, although some work may be on the PCC campus.  Contact (503) 977-4422 or afong@pcc.edu for more information.

The entry sign on the western Buddington side of the park has been dug up and thrown around.  Parks will reinstall the sign sometime and it is in storage for now—thanks to neighbor Darren who rescued it!

D. Project Outreach and FUN

Our neighborhood has received a grant from the Office of Neighborhood Involvement.  Project Fun (FSW Uniting Neighbors) will be a fun get-together planned for late summer --- maybe an international potluck with prizes for most members in one household, person who has lived in FSW the longest, etc.  Ideas for categories and activities gratefully accepted! Contact Marcia. 
Project Outreach will be an outreach to all 500+ households in FSW to inform about our Neighborhood Association and SWNI, including door-to-door distribution of crime prevention and disaster preparedness literature.  Along with the distribution, a survey will be conducted to determine special needs, skills, tools/ supplies available in the event of a disaster.  The goal is to promote neighborhood safety through neighbors watching out for neighbors, to enable FSW residents to be self-reliant in any type of disaster, and to encourage residents to be more active in their neighborhood association.  
Meeting was adjourned. Thank you for attending! Remember to visit our page at http://farsw.swni.org.
