
Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting

Tuesday, May 13, 2008

Comfort Suites, Acting Chair: Marcia Leslie, Acting Secretary: April Ann Fong.

I.  Approval of March 4, 2008 Meeting Minutes

The minutes were unanimously approved and have been posted to http://swni.org/far_sw
II. Guest Speaker Patti Waitman-Ingebretsen, President of the Multnomah Historical Association (http://www.multnomahhistorical.com/)
Ms. Waitman-Ingebretsen was a no show, but Marcia informed us that the Multnomah Historical Association is planning their centennial celebration for this August.  She noted that the association is documenting buildings from 1945 or before, their stories, and photographs, and plaques in our neighborhoods.  Marcia noted one historical marker of the corner by the Capitol Hill library and April mentioned a marker at the top of PCC regarding the planted pine trees.

III.  Committee Reports

A.  SWNI Parks Committee (April Ann Fong): April explained that many Portland Parks and Recreation managers (Terri Davis, Astrid Dragoy, Don McTaggert, etc.) have attended our monthly meetings and have given us their summaries of the many projects they are working on (from moves in parks to the Marshall Park bridge) and welcome our input.

B.  SWNI (http://swni.org) Board (Marcia Leslie):  The board has worked on improving communication including the Drupal based web site; the board would like neighborhoods to consider growth and planning such that we can be proactive regarding the needs of the many projected residents of SW and develop a vision plan in advance of any problems; 30,000 calls a year to the crisis line are received; By-laws are changing; The Sellwood Citizens Advisory Board reports that some want to close the Sellwood Bridge due to safety concerns; Keturah Pennington is suggesting monolithic dome structures to build more stably if any schools are torn down; The Skate Park at Gabriel Park is happening; Movies and Concerts in the parks are happening (concerts at Willamette Park and movies in Holly Farm Park, Dickinson Park, and others—see http://www.portlandonline.com/parks/index.cfm).

IV.  Old Business

A.  Buddington Local Improvement District (LID): The current petition (total costs $880,000) appears to be suggested for dissolution and was on the June 4 council agenda, but has been postponed.  Beth and Denise have met and/or talked with Andrew Aebi regarding a new petition, which has not yet been received, involving only SW 53rd Avenue.  From the current petition to the new petition, Denise’s assessment goes from $40,000 to $13,000 and Beth’s from $50,000 to $31,700.  The total new petition cost is $459,000 and apparently, the park would pay $305,000 of the cost and the 7 houses involved would pay $154,000 of the costs.  April agreed to contact Matt Grumm (Dan Saltzman’s liaison to the Park Bureau) regarding why Parks has agreed to pay $305,000 when Parks has limited funds.  Marcia agreed to contact Susan Keel, head of the Oregon Department of Transportation, to see if she can stop the sending of this new petition.  For more information on LIDs see http://www.portlandonline.com/transportation/index.cfm?c=35715.
B.  Lot Split at 12030 SW Lesser Road:  The proposed split is only 43 feet wide and the minimum standards are 50 feet wide, so the Planning Bureau is having Scott Nash and the DL Design Group repropose their plans to address the storm water and width issues.

C.  E-cycling Event at PCC 5/17/08 in Parking Lot 10.  The next Metro Hazardous Waste Collection Event at PCC is June 27-28 and Metro asks that only local residents bring waste to each event.  The Metro Hazardous Waste web page is at http://www.oregonmetro.gov/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=26580 and the Plastics Round Up information is at http://www.masterrecycler.org/plastic-recycling.php
V.  New Business

A.  FSWNA Action Plan:  Marcia handed out the action plan, we discussed it, and it was unanimously approved and is posted to http://swni.org/far_sw/987
B.  Nomination of Officers:  Marcia Leslie was elected as Chair; April Ann Fong was elected as Marcia’s Co-Chair; Jackie Elliott was elected as Secretary; Charles Radosta was elected Transportation Committee representative; and Virginia Hendrickson was elected Trails Committee representative.  We dissolved the Treasurer position with Stan Geiger’s departure from the neighborhood and moved our funds under SWNI.  Our neighborhood is not represented on several SWNI committees (land use, schools, crime prevention, etc.)—Please contact Marcia or April if interested.  To contact any of our neighborhood’s representatives, see http://swni.org/far_sw/neighborhood_contact_information.
C.  Meeting Date Change:  Marcia requested movement of our meeting from the 2nd Tuesday of odd months to the 3rd Tuesday of odd months due to conflicts with the Neighborhood Emergency Team (NET) meetings.  The request was unanimously approved.  If interested in being part of our NET, see http://swni.org/et and please contact Marcia or April.

D.  Oregon Liquor Control Commission (OLCC) petition to change license renewals to once every other year:  OLCC is proposing a change in rules to reduce paperwork and neighborhoods will lose leverage during a neighborhood/business if this change goes through. http://www.oregon.gov/OLCC/index.shtml
E.  Summer Outreach and FUN:  Marcia received a neighborhood grant to perform some neighborhood outreach, networking, and fun activities (see http://swni.org/story/2007/dec/957).  April said she would contact PCC to see if they would provide the field for a neighborhood fun event, such a picnic.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.  Next meeting is July 15, 2008 7:00 pm at the Comfort Suites Southwest (11340 SW 60th Ave., Portland, OR, US, 97219 | Phone: (503) 768-4400).
