



Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting, Tuesday, May 19th, 2009

Chair Marcia Leslie, Co-Chair April Ann Fong, Secretary Jackie Elliott
I.
Approval of March 17th Meeting Minutes:

The meeting minutes were unanimously approved and have been posted to http://swni.org/far_sw.
II.



Committee Reports:

A. SWNI Board (Marcia): The budget issue has now been resolved; there will be a hearing on the budget at Mt. Tabor Middle School. The vote on the city budget occurs on May 27th, so let council members know if you have a concern. The “Right Budget” was approved which is good news because this is where SWNI gets most of its funding. The Land Use Committee is planning a Land Slide Forum for early September. There has been a sponsorship policy funding issue that has come up recently, where SWNI was not getting paid by the Bureau of Environmental Services. There have now been some changes made that allow for better accountability, including creating a better paper trail. Standing Rules for the Board's Bylaws were drafted back in 1999, but they were never approved by the Board. The SW Hope Food Drive was very successful this year. They had hoped to collect 100,000 lbs. of food and ended up with 147,00- lbs. total. Marcia suggested that perhaps we could include a food drive at the FSW National Night Out Neighborhood Picnic in August. 

B. Crime Prevention (Officer Caspar): Officer Caspar reported on the latest activity in the FSW neighborhood. There was a break-in on Kruse Ridge involving a Hispanic man posing as a Comcast contractor. There has been an increase in car break-ins: two people were caught car prowling recently. Officer Caspar attended  the Bike Rodeo at Bridlemile Middle School last weekend, and there were over forty kids who showed up to learn about bike safety. A nursing student had a Watermelon Smash to demonstrate what can happen to a person's head if they get into a biking accident and are not wearing a helmet. 


C.  Parks (April): Autumn Montegna from Portland Parks & Recreation encouraged people to participate in a new program focusing on community tree committees. One committee is in charge of the Neighborhood Tree Steward Volunteer Program. Autumn talked about getting tree stewards together and possibly offering a workshop for our neighborhood on tree health and hazards, and pruning. Ken Love is still working on the Music in the Park program. Last year, there were 4-5 concerts in Willamette Park, but this year there has been a decrease in funding due to the economy. SNAP will have its 10th work party on May 30th. PCC has invited Alumni to help with SNAP restoration, and 10 people have already signed up. SNAP was given a grant for $6,000 for 2009-2010. $1000 from our 2008-2009 grant will go toward the installation of a kiosk in the park, so that people can post information there- lost pets, etc. Parks & Rec will pick up the tab for the rest of the kiosk cost. So far, SNAP has had 165 volunteers put in 1100 hours of work in the park and have planted 2,000 plants. 


D. Trails Committee: Virginia was not present to report.


E. Transportation Committee: (Marcia for Chuck): SW Portland has one project on the Regional Transportation Plan project list. They are trying to get funding for the Red Electric bicycle and pedestrian trail. There was also discussion about a plan to make changes to Barbur Boulevard in 2035.

III. Old Business:

A. Ray Coronado's construction proposal was approved.


B. 2009-2010 Action Plan: SW Portland is on the waiting list for photo radar to catch speeders. At the last SWNI meeting, $50 was taken out of the FSWNA fund by Ginny Stromer for the annual corporation fee. 

IV. New Business:

A. 2nd Annual FUN picnic: The neighborhood picnic will be held on August 8th at PCC on the grounds above the track. Marcia mentioned that we will have an amplifier for the sounds system There was discussion about whether to hire Gypsy Jazz West, the band from last year, or to try something different. The possibility of hiring a Hawaiian band was mentioned. Jackie will contact John Saito at PCC to see if he knows of any good bands. This year, we may hand out SW Portland Bike/ Walk maps. April mentioned asking Powell's and New Seasons for donated reusable bags and other items that could be raffled. 


B. Project Outreach packet: Marcia asked for assistance in assembling these packets for FSWNA. The cost of the packets was funded by a grant from the Office of Neighborhood Involvement.  Marcia will contact Jim Keller to see if perhaps the boy scouts could help to pass out the packets throughout the neighborhood. 


C. FSW History Project: April mentioned that a PCC student named Brandon started work on this project but for some reason is unable to finish it. She mentioned that Alexia, a 58 year-old student in PCC's Gerontology program was interested in interviewing older people with dementia as a project. Jackie will check with Jan Abushakrah to see if maybe Alexia would like to take over the project where Brandon left off. For the moment, the project is on hold.

V. Upcoming Events: 5/20/09- SWHRL is hosting a forum on "Aging in Place" at Ainsworth School at 7:00 p.m.. 

5/21/09 There will be a Community Budget hearing at Mt. Tabor Middle School, located at 5800 SE Ash, from 6:00-8:30 p.m.   

The budget will be voted on May 27th.

6/30/09- SWNI Volunteer Recognition will be held at the Multnomah Art Center; see the June SW News for details.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on July 21st, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at SNAP.  Don't forget to bring your lawn chair!

