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Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting

Tuesday, November 18th, 2008

Comfort Suites, Acting Co-chairs: Marcia Leslie and April Ann Fong, Acting Secretary: Jackie Elliott

I. A. Guest Speaker Officer Caspar, new liaison officer

Officer Caspar gave FSWNA crime statistics for our neighborhood. Most occurrences of crime happen between 12:00-4:00am., and the main activity is car prowling. Crime in this area is low (except for at PCC) because people don’t tend to leave belongings in their cars. There was one robbery in the last 30 days, which occurred on Luradel by the 7-11; it was a drug deal that went bad. Officer Caspar recommended that people only call 911 for Priority 1 emergencies- danger to life or property. He suggested that the non-emergency number should be called in a Priority 4 situation, such as a car break-in. That number is (503) 823-3333. Caspar said that there are 4 officers who patrol our neighborhood during the day and 2-3 officers at night. Officer Caspar can be contacted at his email address: acaspar@portlandpolice.com
B. Guest Speaker Stephanie Adams, SWNI crime prevention officer

Officer Adams stated that she’s impressed with the number of people who call in to report suspicious activity in this neighborhood. She works for the Office of Neighborhood Involvement and tries to get people involved in both neighborhood watch and foot patrols. She provides information on crime prevention and neighbors often call her to report chronic problems. Another officer, Officer Hughes, deals with chronic problems which don’t go away even after the police have been called. His number is: (503) 823-0235. Officer Adams said that in the past year, larceny and bike thefts have gone up, and car prowler incidents have gone up from 11 to 18 this year over last. With the upcoming holidays, she suggested safety tips to use while shopping. She recommended to pay attention to what is around you in the parking lot, put your packages in the trunk of your car, and to move your car to another location if you are going back into the store or mall. At night, ask for assistance in getting to your car safely. She also had suggestions for those who plan to go away over the holidays: put lights and a radio on a timer, be sure to stop mail and newspaper delivery, and ask your neighbors to put the trash out for you when you’re gone. 

      II.
      Approval of September 15th Meeting Minutes

The minutes were unanimously approved and have been posted to

http://swni.org/far_sw.

III. Committee Reports

A.  SWNI Board (Marcia Leslie): Marcia said that there were 2 SWNI 

meetings since the last time FSWNA met. Marcia applied for the neighborhood small grant, which was due 11/3, and is waiting to hear if we got the grant or not. If so, this money will be used to fund next year’s neighborhood picnic. She looked into getting the climbing wall, but it would only be available for one hour, so we won’t use it for the picnic. There was a great turnout for the Community Policing Event. The officers enjoyed receiving their awards, and a special award called “Hoop it Up”, was given to those officers who played basketball with low-income children. The Board approved letters to be sent to the Land Use Committee. They did a bus tour of the area to view the problems. SWHRLS opposed a six-lot land division in a landslide area because the grade is too severe. They also found that the plan for access roads is deficient.  The Communications Committee was getting frustrated with neighborhoods submitting articles to them late, so they set a deadline. The first month after the deadline was set, all articles from neighborhoods were submitted on time. There was an Identity Theft Training at SWNI’s Crime Prevention and Public Safety Committee meeting as well as information given on crime prevention tips- see handouts from the meeting. The committee was told that most break-ins occur between 12-8pm, and that there were 33 burglaries in SW last year.  There was also discussion that there is an issue with sidewalk cafes that are blocking walkways for pedestrians; a business must have a permit for a sidewalk cafe. SAFE (Safe Access for Everyone) is working on a solution to prevent homeless people from blocking sidewalks. They are also trying to get defibrillators installed at high schools.

B. Trails Committee (Virginia Hendrickson): The next Trails Committee will be held on 11/20. The October meeting focused on developing a master bicycle plan for SW, which will be posted on the SWNI website.  The city of Portland was awarded Platinum status for biking, but SW Portland itself is not platinum. Three bridges in SW do not have a bike lane, and there is a need for greater access and a safer route to Tigard. There is a Red Electric Trail proposal in which they want to widen the sidewalk between Bertha and SW Vermont. There will be a public comment period open until 12/1. Proposals are due by February, and the work will be completed sometime during 2012-2013. The trail sign removal issue is still unresolved at this time. 

C. Parks Committee (April Ann Fong): April said that Terry Davis is in charge of SW and gives the committee updates every month. Fulton Park Community Center has an immersion program for children. The Rieke Field soccer field has lead in its turf, and they are looking into how to get rid of it. At Park Fest, 300 people signed up to give feedback and participate in activities.  People expressed an interest in nature-based play, such as a corn maze, crawling through a log, etc. They looked at Spring Garden Park, but there was not enough interest to implement something similar. At Dickinson Park, a bid was accepted to get playground equipment. April may bring maps with all the parks on them to the next meeting. There is no budget for another community swimming pool, even though the west side of Portland has significantly fewer pools than the east side. April led a few volunteer groups, including Americorps and the Boy Scouts, in cleaning up SNAP. They removed laurels and blackberry bushes, and cleared out some fruit trees.  $4,000 has been designated for the planting of some native plants in the park in February.

D. Transportation Committee (Marcia for Chuck Radosta): There are some areas in SW in which the committee has made recommendations for improvement: The committee wants to change the on-ramp to I-5 south to make it three lanes, so that it is easier for traffic to get onto I-5 from either direction. This plan still needs to go through public commenting and budgeting first. In the area of the Iowa Viaduct, there is a ravine with a bridge that is deteriorating, and the plan is to replace it in 2011. There are also plans to improve the bike paths, and to create a new reservoir at Powell Butte.  In addition, there will also be a review of streetscape plans and suggestions for a toll road at $1 per mile per toll. 

IV. Old Business: none


V. New Business:
a. There was a request for suggestions of speakers at future FSWNA meetings. One suggestion was to have a PCC representative, such as Kate Chester, come and talk about the bond that was recently passed.  Another suggestion was to bring in a speaker from Portland Parks and Recreation to discuss the issue of dogs in the parks. 

b. There was discussion of a possible date for next year’s neighborhood

       picnic if we get the grant. The suggested date is: August 8, 2009.

c. There was discussion about the need for a policy on postings to

FSWNA email. According to Marcia, Sylvia suggested a policy of what to include, such as meeting minutes. There was also discussion of what not to include, such as endorsing particular products, people, etc., because it could put our nonprofit status in jeopardy. FSWNA will defer to SWNI, who has the final say in this matter. 

VI.
Upcoming Events:



The use of digital converter boxes will be required in February 2009.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. The next meeting is on January 20, 2009 at 7:00 pm at the Comfort Suites Southwest (11340 SW 60th Ave., Portland, OR, 97219 | Phone: (503) 768-4400).

