Far Southwest Neighborhood Association Meeting

Tuesday, July 15th, 2008

Comfort Suites, Acting Co-Chairs: Marcia Leslie and April Ann Fong, Acting Secretary: Jackie Elliott

I.
Installation of Officers

Sylvia Bogert, Director if SWNI, swore in the FSWNA 2008-09 officers:

Marcia Leslie, Chair

April Ann Fong, Co-Chair

Jackie Elliott, Secretary

April Ann Fong, Parks Committee

Virginia Hendrickson, Trails Committee

Charles Radosta, Transportation Committee

Sylvia also mentioned that there are numerous community-building events taking place in neighborhoods around Portland, including movies in the park and music in the park.

II.
Guest Speaker Patti  Waitman-Ingebretson,  President of the Multnomah Historical Association

Patti shared information with FSNA about the origins of the Multnomah Historical Association and some upcoming events.  She explained that the MHA came into being when a grade school was closed; the Association stepped in and saved the building. MHA collects photos, history, and stories about SW Portland. Currently, MHA is trying to identify all homes in SW that were built before 1945 and to locate any historical markers in the area.  Patti also mentioned an upcoming event  to celebrate Multnomah’s 100 year anniversary. The celebration will take place on August 8-17th, 2008 and will include: a historic photo display, Multnomah are gallery, a bridge marker celebration,  the Multnomah All Class Reunion, and the Grand Multnomah Parade. To find out about additional events, go to www.multnomahhistorical.com.

III.
Approval of May 13, 2008 Meeting Minutes

The minutes were unanimously approved and have been posted to http://swni.org/far_sw.

IV.
Committee Reports

A. SWNI Board (Marcia Leslie): Marcia discussed how the money overseen by SWNI is being used: a $50.00 corporation fee was paid,  $30.00 was spent on laminating a new map of the neighborhood,  $154.61 remains in the treasury, and SWNI received a $920.00 grant for outreach/ picnic activities.  The SWNI board heard from nursing students who were studying the healthcare needs of low income people in the neighborhood. There was discussion of possible streetcar and light rail implementation in the future. SWNI bylaws were approved.  Funds are available for mailings and special projects. There is an upcoming personal safety training- need to pre-register to attend. Numerous car break-ins have been occurring in the neighborhood lately.

B. SWNI Parks Committee (April Fong): April shared a brochure that described how dog waste affects water  quality. Gabriel Park’s skateboard park just opened and is more suitable for adult skateboarders. There are lots of summer concerts and movies in the park (see SWNI website for a complete list). A street fair will be held at SW Taylor and Washington. 40-50 free lunches were provided to children at the Markham summer playground. There was discussion about the lack of swimming facilities in SW Portland- SW only has 2 pools compared to 10 in SE. 

C. Trails Committee: (April Fong for Virginia Hendrickson): The SW Trails walking group hikes every 2nd Saturday, meeting at Wilson HS. The group will celebrate their 10th anniversary in August. April had several Ten Toe Walking Kits to give out which included a pedometer, walking log, coupon book, walking map, gum, and a notepad. April also obtained 70 copies of a book called Walk There!, which are published by Metro. They will be available to hand out at the FUN event in August.

D. Transportation Committee (Chuck Radosta): Chuck has attended two meetings since the last FSWNA meeting in May. He said that the city is considering a plan to install either a streetcar or light rail along Barbur. At this point a study of the area is taking place, but there is no money to do anything beyond that.

V. Old Business: 

A. LID meeting: At the city council meeting in June, the old plans for a LID in the neighborhood as well as a new plan were terminated. Sam Adams told the group representing our neighborhood that a LID will not happen in our area while he is serving over the next 4 1/2 years. There was discussion about having a grading & maintenance association for 51st, 53rd, and Buddington Streets. Gene has requested catch basins but doesn’t think we will get them.

B. Lot split on Lesser Road: Shawn Williams, a planner who is familiar with the situation, went back to the builder about the problem with the minimum lot size standards.  The builder has until September 15th to turn in new information about the project or it becomes void, and they have to reapply. 

VI. New Business:

A. FUN neighborhood picnic: The picnic is scheduled for August 23rd from 3-7 pm and will be held at the PCC field above the track.  Virginia will hand out Walk There books. April has asked her neighbor, Lanall, to display some of her water color  art.  She will also look into getting donations of native plants to give out as prizes.  Sylvia will schedule the climbing wall to use at the picnic. Marcia suggested that we have drawings to get people there with donations from various places. Some possible businesses to ask are: New Seasons, Lowe’s, Home Depot, Fred Meyer, and Powell’s. Sylvia suggested that we hire a band to draw people to the picnic and mentioned that Gypsy Jazz West had played at a neighborhood function recently and were very good. Sylvia also said that accessibility funds would pay for a porta potty, which costs $180.00 to rent.  In addition, SWNI can help pay for postcard mailings that will announce the upcoming picnic.

B. SW Communications Committee:  (Marcia) The primary purpose of the Communications Committee is to help neighborhoods with communication needs. There is a Communications Resource Center that offers a Welcome packet for people who are new to the neighborhood, which has frequently requested numbers, etc. Marcia discussed the possibility of making a Welcome packet for FSW. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. The next meeting is on September 16, 2008 at 7:00 pm at the Comfort Suites Southwest (11340 SW 60th Ave., Portland, OR, 97219 | Phone: (503) 768-4400).







